
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



874 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SOCIOLOGY 

Degeneracy, too, is a term to be scrutinized. It implies a condition 
resulting from imperfect growth, and hence when we are asked to 
admit that an individual has suddenly become degenerate in his maturer 
years, having previously been normal, we have a right to ask whether 
such a fact squares with terms employed. The manner in which these 
authors run their fingers down the annals of history and from time to 
time attach uncomplimentary labels to those who have figured as the 
world's great men finds an historic parallel in the method of making 
witches once used in Salem. Before a solemn but credulous court an 
"afflicted girl" pointed to a person who did not please her, called her 
"witch," and the case was closed. Without doubt some "common 
scolds " and other obnoxious persons were thus eliminated from the 
community, but the method failed of general approval. 

No one denies that pathological individuals have at times claimed 
the world's attention, but this does not make true the inverted state- 
ment that those who gain this attention are probably pathological. 
Dr. Hirsch combats in detail some things which Nordau has to say on 
art and literature as expressing the degeneracy of authors and artists, 
and there is also a special defense of Richard Wagner. By way of 
preface there is given an account of Wagner's artistic productions, as 
an expression of his mental development, which cannot fail to interest 
many readers apart from the bearing that it has on the main argument. 
This book therefore goes far towards neutralizing the influence of the 
alarmist school by putting the laity in a position to test critically such 
productions. H. H. Donaldson. 



Rich and Poor. By Mrs. Bernard Bosanquet. Macmillan & Co., 
1896. Pp. 216. #1.50. 
The author prepared herself for this work by living among the 
poor in East London. Her observations are all at first hand, fresh 
and vivid. We are directed by her method and attracted by her style 
of presentation. She insists that relief of poverty is essentially an 
affair of character and education far more than mere change of phys- 
ical environment. Her attack on the church for its bribery of doles, 
its giving premiums to promote hypocrisy, the neglect of its high 
spiritual mission, its materialism, its want of confidence in its peculiar 
ministry and in the spiritual capacities of the poor, is one of the most 
important parts of the volume. 
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There is a measured sanity and balance in the descriptions which 
are in sharp contrast with the lurid, sensational articles which misrepre- 
sent the industrial situation and really defame the poor. The dark 
and discouraging facts are not hidden or toned down. The author is 
entirely faithful in dealing with the obstacles to progress, both in 
character and environment. But constant friendly relations with 
the struggling poor have revealed to her those remedial forces which 
give hope of success in all educational enterprises on behalf of the 
working people. C. R. Henderson. 



La Population et le Systeme Social. Par Fr. S. Nitti. Avec une 
preface de Rene Worms. Paris, V. Giard et E. Briere, 
1897. Pp. 276. 

In the preface M. Worms discusses the question of the relation of 
demography to sociology. The problem of population was first dis- 
cussed by economists as a chapter in political economy. Recently it 
has been taken up by the statisticians as a part of their science. But 
statistics is not a science ; it is a method of counting applied to social 
phenomena. There are two conditions for the existence of a state — 
territory and population. The study of the former is social geography ; 
that of population is demography, one of the parts of social anatomy, and 
this includes social histology and even ethnography. But demography 
must deal with functions and growth as well as with parts and organs, 
and so it has intimate relations with social physiology. 

The work of Nitti was published in Turin in 1894. The French 
translation has some important additions from the pen of the author. 
The dedication is addressed to Loria. The work is divided into two 
books, the first of which is historical, the second gives an exposition of 
the author's doctrine of population. 

In the historical part (pp. 9-1 1 2) there is a treatment of the histor- 
ical causes of the principal economic doctrines of population. The 
author gives a brief summary of the positions taken by various writers 
from the ancients down to our own day. The economic doctrines are 
regarded as reflections of the economical conditions of each period and 
of the optimistic and pessimistic Weltanschauung of each writer. 

The second book is the argument of the author. A table is given 
to show the "progressive abandonment" of the teaching of Malthus, 
and a survey presents the central ideas of Bodin, Suessmilch, Malthus, 



